Idiopathic bronchiolitis with features of diffuse panbronchiolitis in an African-American patient with hepatitis C virus infection.
Diffuse panbronchiolitis (DPB) is an idiopathic inflammatory process involving respiratory bronchioles, largely restricted to Japanese people and associated with HLA Bw54. We report a case of idiopathic bronchiolitis with DPB features in an African American with hepatitis C virus infection, correlated with postmortem anatomic findings. The 53-year-old patient presented with shortness of breath and productive cough. Examination revealed hypercapnic respiratory failure. Lung computed tomography showed diffuse centrilobular nodules and branching linear opacities, whereas lung biopsy demonstrated diffuse peribronchiolar fibrosis and chronic inflammation with bronchiolectasis. He died 37 days postadmission. Autopsy revealed numerous bronchiolocentric nodules with bronchiolectasis and sheets of foamy macrophages in alveolar septa and spaces. This is a rare example of idiopathic bronchiolitis with features of DPB in an hepatitis C virus-infected African-American patient. Hepatitis C virus infection is known to be associated with extrahepatic pulmonary manifestations, and DPB may be one of these. Early diagnosis will allow appropriate treatment and may slow the disease progression.